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Research & Innovation

Research and innovation are key to any industry in maintaining 
competitive advantage, addressing new consumer needs and 
improving the supply chain.

Whereas research and innovation primarily falls within the remit 
of individual companies or groups of companies, Freshfel ac-
knowledged the need for collective action in certain areas. In this 
light, Freshfel has taken a more active role with regard to the EU 
research funding.

Knowledge lies at the heart of  the European 

Union’s Lisbon Strategy to become the "most 

dynamic competitive knowledge-based economy 

in the world". Numerous programmes, initiatives 

and support measures are carried out at EU level 

in support of  knowledge this objective.

The Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) 

bundles all research-related EU initiatives 

together under a common roof, playing a 

crucial role in reaching the goals of  growth, 

competitiveness and employment; along with a 

new Competitiveness and Innovation Framework 

Programme, Education and Training programmes, 

and Structural and Cohesion Funds for regional 

convergence and competitiveness. It is also a 

key pillar for the European Research Area. 

The programme runs for seven years, it became 

fully operational as of  1 January 2007 and will 

expire in 2013. The EU Member States have 

earmarked more than € 1.9 billion for funding in 

the area of  Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and 

Biotechnology over the duration of  FP7.

The ‘Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and 

Biotechnology’ theme is built around three major 

activities:

•	 sustainable production and management 

of  biological resources from land, forest 

and aquatic environments; 

•	 farm to fork: Food (including seafood), 

health and well-being; 

•	 life sciences, biotechnology and 

biochemistry for sustainable non-food 

products and processes.
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The necessity for research coordinators to demonstrate the relevance and benefits of each project has increased the importance of sector 
involvement and improved dissemination. As a result the most recent call for proposals has led Freshfel to be approached on a number of 
relevant projects for the fresh produce sector. The Freshfel Board considered that certain projects are relevant for the members of Freshfel 
and therefore the association should support these projects.

While the evaluation process for these projects is still pending, Freshfel has confirmed its support for the following projects:

•	 Medfly Watch: a project aiming at monitoring the fly population with new on-site automated warning systems, allowing the grow-
er to be alerted quickly in case on infestation. The project is coordinated by the Agricultural Research Institute in Cyprus. Freshfel 
would act as a liaison body with stakeholders and also disseminate information in the EU as well as outside the EU.

•	 Fluotherm: a project aiming at developing a smart camera based on chlorophyll fluorescence and thermal imaging to identify 
the abiotic and biotic stresses caused by diseases, pests and viruses developing in the greenhouse environment. The project is 
coordinated by a research institute in Malta. Freshfel would act as a liaison body for facilitating the testing among members and 
also disseminate information on the project outcomes.

•	 Acropoliss: a project aiming at developing models and strategies for assessing risks arising from cumulative and aggregate ex-
posure to pesticides with a similar mode of action, suspected additive or synergistic effects, or complex mixtures. This research 
will contribute to improving the European policy and regulatory basis for the benefit of the international community. The project is 
coordinated by a consortium led by Wageningen University in the Netherlands. Freshfel involvement is sought as a work package 
leader with regard to stakeholder involvement, in collaboration with the University of Ghent.
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“5 al día”, Asociación para la promoción del consumo de frutas y hortalizas, Spain

AEL, Great-Britain*

AGROFRESH, a division of  ROHM and HAAS FRANCE SAS, France*

AILIMPO, Spain

ALARA, Turkey

ANDRETTA FRUCHTIMPORT GMBH, Germany

ANECOOP, Spain

ANECOOP FRANCE, France

ANECOOP POLSKA, Poland

ANECOOP PRAHA, Czech Republic

ANEEFEL, France

ANTON DÜRBECK, Germany

ANTONIO MUÑOZ & CIA, Spain

AOP POMME POIRE, France

APEFEL, Morocco *

ARC EUROBANAN, Spain

ASERCA, Mexico*

ASOEX, Chile*

ASSOCIACÃO BRASILEIRA DE PRODUTORES DE MACA, Brazil *

ASSOMELA, Italy

AZ FRANCE, France 

BAMA GRUPPEN, Norway

BANANA KOMPANIET, Sweden

BATTAGLIO SRL, Italy

BELFRUCO, Belgium*

BELGIAN NEW FRUIT WHARF, Belgium*

BESANA SPA, Italy

BEST FRESH GROUP, The Netherlands

BLUE WHALE S.A., France

BORD BIA – THE IRISH FOOD BOARD, Ireland*

CAPESPAN INTERNATIONAL, United Kingdom 

CAPESPAN PTY. LTD., South Africa*

CEROZFRUCHT s.r.o., Czech Republic

CHIQUITA INTERNATIONAL SERVICES GROUP NV, Belgium

CITRONAS, The Netherlands

COFRES SRL, Italy

COMAAN, Belgium

COMISION HONORARIA NACIONAL DEL PLAN CITRICOLA, Uruguay *

COMPAGNIE FRUITIERE (UK), LTD., Great-Britain

COMPAGNIE FRUITIERE PARIS, France

COMPAGNIE FRUITIERE, France

COOP TRADING A/S, Denmark 

CSIF, France

CSO – CENTRO SERVIZI ORTOFRUTTICOLI, Italy

CULTIVAR BARCELONA, Spain

CULTIVAR MADRID S.L., Spain

CULTIVAR PALMA, S.L., Spain

CYPROFRESH CITRUS SEDIGEP, Cyprus 

LIST OF MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATED MEMBERS
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CYPRUS EMPLOYERS’ ASSOCIATION OF PACKERS AND EXPORTERS OF CITRUS AND GRAPES, Cyprus

DEL MONTE HOLLAND BV, The Netherlands

DECCO IBERICA POST COSECHA, Spain

DEL MONTE FRESH PRODUCE, Poland Sp. Zo.o.

DEPARTMENT OF MARKET RESEARCH - AGRICULTURE, Israel *

DFHV – DEUTSCHER FRUCHTHANDELSVERBAND, Germany

DOLE EAST EUROPE, Czech Republic

DOLE EUROPE IMPORT, Belgium

DOLE EUROPE SA, France

DOLE FOOD ESPAÑA, Spain

DOLE FRANCE, Rungis, France

DOLE FRESH FRUIT EUROPE, Germany

DOLE ITALIA, Italy

DOW AGRO SCIENCES LTD., Great-Britain*

DUTCH PRODUCE ASSOCIATION (DPA), Barendrecht 

EDEKA AG Fruchtkontor, Germany

ELIXIR GROUP D.O.O, Serbia

ENZAFOODS, New Zealand¨*

ENZAFRUIT (CONTINENT), Belgium

ENZAFRUIT, New Zealand*

ETABLISSEMENT AUTONOME DE CONTRÔLE & DE COORDINATION DES EXPORTATIONS, Morocco *

EURO FRUITS PVT. LTD., India*

EUROFRUTAS SA, Portugal

EXOFARM, France

EXPOFRUT S.A., Argentina*

FEDEFRUTA, Chile *

FEDERCITRUS, Argentina *

FLANDERS COLD CENTER, Belgium*

FRESCA GROUP LTD., United Kingdom

FRESH PRODUCE CONSORTIUM, United Kingdom

FRESH PRODUCE EXPORTERS FORUM, South Africa*

FRESH TRADE BELGIUM, Belgium

FRUCHTHANSA, Germany

FRUCHTHOF MEISSEN GMBH & CO., Germany

FRUCHTUNION WIEN, Austria

FRUGI VENTA – GROENTEN EN FRUIT HANDELSPLATFORM NEDERLAND, The Netherlands

FRUITIMPRESE – ASSOCIAZIONE IMPRESE ORTOFRUTTICOLE, Italy

FRUIT SOUTH AFRICA, South Africa

FRUTTITAL DISTRIBUZIONE, Italy

FRUTTITAL ESPAÑA, Spain

FYFFES BV, The Netherlands

FYFFES GROUP LIMITED, United Kingdom

FYFFES INC., USA

FYFFES PLC, - Dublin - Ireland

FYFFES PLC, - Dundalk - Ireland

GEORGES HELFER SA, France

GF GROUP SPA, Italy

GRANDS DOMAINES DE MAURITANIE, Mauritania*

GRANDS DOMAINES DU SENEGAL, Senegal*

GREENCELL LTD., Dartford - United Kingdom
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GREENCELL LTD., Spalding, United Kingdom

GREENERY INTERNATIONAL, The Netherlands

GROUPE D’EXPORTATION DES DOMAINES ROYAUX, Morocco *

GRUPO FERNANDEZ SA, Spain

GRUPO YES, Spain

HAGÉ-INTERNATIONAL, The Netherlands

HAMBURGER HAFEN- UND LAGERHAUS, Germany *

HART & FRIEDMANN, United Kingdom

HELFER OVERSEAS FRUIT DISTRIBUTOR SA, Switzerland

HELFER SUD EST, France

HERMANOS FERNANDEZ LOPEZ SA, Spain

HUNGARIAN FRUIT AND VEGETABLE BOARD, Hungary

INDIGO FRUIT SAS, France

INTERNATIONAAL EXPEDITIEBEDRIJF EBREX B.V., The Netherlands*

INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION PARTNERS NV, Belgium*

INTERNATIONAL PAPER – EUROPEAN CONTAINER DIVISION, Belgium*

JORDAN ENTREPRISE DEVELOPMETN CORPORATION - JEDCO, Jordan*

JORDAN EXPORTERS AND PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION FOR FRUIT AND VEGETABLES, Jordan * 

KATOPE INTERNATIONAL, France

KOELLA, HAMBURG OVERSEAS IMPORT GMBH & CO. KG, Germany

KONINKLIJKE FRUITMASTERS, The Netherlands

LEMBANA, Denmark

LEON VAN PARYS, Belgium

M.M.D. SHIPPING SERVICES, United Kingdom *

MACK MULTIPLES DIVISION, United Kingdom

MACK INTERNATIONAL TRADING, United Kingdom

MARIO ANDRETTA & CO, Germany

MATTSTEDT GMBH & CO., Germany

MBM, Poland

MEDITERRANEAN FRESH FRUIT, VEGETABLE EXPORTERS’ UNION, Turkey*

MENEU DISTRIBUCION, Spain

MOUTON CITRUS, South Africa*

MUENSTER FRUIT LOGISTICS, Germany

NFC- NEW FRUIT COMPANY INTERNATIONAL, Belgium

NORTHWEST HORTICULTURAL COUNCIL, United States of America *

NORWEGIAN ASSOCIATION OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLE WHOLESALERS, Norway

NUFRI SAT 1596, Spain 

NYKCOOL AB, Sweden *

PACIFIC FRUIT COMPANY ITALY SpA, Italy

PACIFIC FRUIT LTD, Croatia

PAUL KEMPOWSKI, Germany

PERISHABLE PRODUCTS EXPORT CONTROL BOARD-PPECB, South Africa*

PEVIANI, Italy

PIPFRUIT GROWERS NEW ZEALAND, INC., New Zealand*

PMA – PRODUCE MARKETING ASSOCIATION, USA*

POMONA, France

PORT INTERNATIONAL GMBH, Germany

PRIMAFRUIT LTD., United Kingdom

PRIMLAND, France

PRINCE DE BRETAGNE-CERAFEL, France*
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REEFER TERMINAL SPA, Italy*

ROHM AND HAAS EUROPE SERVICES, France

SABA TRADING, Sweden

SADJARSKA ZAGRUGA EVROSAD, Slovenia

SAN MIGUEL, Argentina *

SCB, Ivory Coast*

SEABREX ROTTERDAM, The Netherlands*

SEALDSWEET LLC, USA

SEATRADE REEFER CHARTERING, Belgium*

SECTION NATIONALE POMME, France

SENSITECH EMEA, (Europe, Middle East and Africa), The Netherlands*

SENSITECH FRANCE, France*

SENSITECH GERMANY, Germany*

SENSITECH SPAIN, Spain*

SIMBA FRANCE SA, France

SIMBA SPA, Italy 

SNIFL, - SYNDICAT NATIONAL DES IMPORTATEURS DE FRUITS ET LEGUMES, France

SOUTHERN AFRICAN FRUIT TERMINALS, South Africa*

SPNP, Cameroon*

SWISSCOFEL, Switzerland

SYNGENTA SEEDS, The Netherlands*

TECNIDEX, Spain*

THE GREENERY BV, The Netherlands

THE OPPENHEIMER GROUP, Canada*

THE PLANTS PRODUCTION AND MARKETING BOARD – CITRUS DIVISION, Israel *

TOTAL PRODUCE PLc, Dublin, Ireland 

TRANSIT FRUITS, France*

TROFI BV, The Netherlands

TROFI TROPENFRUCHTIMPORT GMBH, Germany

TURNERS & GROWERS, Auckland, New Zealand*

TURNERS & GROWERS, Wellington, New Zealand*

U.B.A., France

UNCGFL – UNION NATIONALE DU COMMERCE DE GROS EN FRUITS ET LEGUMES, France

UNION OF WHOLESALE OF CENTRAL FRUIT AND VEGETABLE MARKET OF THESSALONIKI, Greece

UNIVEG , Belgium

UNIVEG LEGUMEX, Belgium

UNIVEG BOCCHI, Italy

UNIVEG DEUTSCHLAND, Germany

UNIVEG POLAND, Poland

UNIVEG PORTUGAL, Portugal

UNIVEG BOCCHI FRUIT TRADE, The Netherlands, 

VBH, Belgium

VBT, Belgium

WORLDWIDE FRUIT, Great-Britain

ZERAIM GEDERA, Israel*

ZESPRI INTERNATIONAL, New Zealand *

* Associated Members
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